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Kathy Ansell 
Anke Berner 
Paulette Field 
Jo-Ann Hemingway 
Nicolle Mannet 
Ruth Strand 
Gladys Teske 
Roxanne Theroux 
Deanna Weimer 

New Summer Hours at the Library 
9:30 AM to 11:00 AM,  every Sunday  

Summer is the time for relaxing and enjoying our 
great outdoors.  It’s a time for family gatherings 

and family trips.  And, it’s also a time for enjoying 
a good book from Bethel’s library!  Or an evening 
together with family or friends to watch one of the 
new movies.  Or, you can take out a few good CDs 
to listen to as you traverse across our mountains to 

the West.  See you in the library! 

 

In This Issue: 
 

· Two Special Reports: 
 
 “Community Needs and Services” 
       (by Fusion & Strathcona County Ecumenical Mission) 
 

And 
 

 “Older Adults Plan (2009)” 
      (by Strathcona County Family & Community Services) 
 

· New books, CDs and DVDs (reviews) 

“The best remedy for those who are 
afraid, lonely or unhappy is 

to go outside, somewhere where they 
can be quiet,  

Alone with the heavens,  
nature and God. 

 
Because only then does one feel that all 

is as it should be, and  
that God wishes to see people happy, 

amidst the simple  
beauty of nature.  

I firmly believe that nature brings solace  
in all troubles.” 

  
- Anne Frank  
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By Anne Morrow Lindberg 
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It’s Finally Here!    In the Library!  
 

It has taken almost a full year to complete the Research Project and publish the 
Report!  It was a huge project, taken on by the Strathcona County Ecumenical 
Mission (a group of 10 local churches) and Fusion International.  Fusion is an 
International Christian Group dedicated to transforming and improving communi-
ties, to build safe, harmonious and inclusive societies.  The purpose of the re-
search: to systematically gather information from the community itself in order to 
find areas of greatest need.   
Last fall, the Ecumenical Mission celebrated 20 years of operation by holding a 
‘Community’ Picnic’,  which Fusion helped to organize.  This was followed by 
holding 10 different sessions (held in 9 different churches!) to explore and dis-
cover the needs of our community. This was followed by more Volunteers interviewing different County or-
ganizations and Community leaders, including the County Council!  Then, the gathered information was  
organized into a final document, published as “Community Needs and Services Research Report”.   
The ‘Report’ was launched on May 12th, this year.  The Mayor, Council members, Community leaders and 
Church representatives were invited to hear a short summary; then we were encouraged to review and use this 
information to build a better community for all.  Fusion representatives, who carried most of the weight in 
this long process, thanked the many participants. Bethel, and all churches in the County, were given a copy of 
the Report.  (A synthesis of all the info gathered will be made available at a later date.)   
The Report includes: (such things as) 
C Background and Research Process 
C Introduction to Fusion 
C Community Profile 
C Adult and Youth Surveys   (include bar graphs for easy reference) 
C Quotes from people interviewed 
C Recommendations 
 
I am personally very excited to see the results of this Research Project.  Many members from the Ecumenical 
Mission took active parts in the process, with the view that this would help our congregations to see our com-
munity needs, which might be better addressed by the churches. I found some of the responses quite interest-
ing.  Such as: 
 
 Youth Survey, #18:   The most important issues concerning kids in Strathcona County today, are: (top 
two):   (1) Drugs/Alcohol;   (2) Bullying   (There are 26 more answers!) 
 
 Youth Survey,  #24:   I think that churches would be especially good at providing Kids and Youth with the 
following activities and services: (some of the actual responses) 
C be funner 
C be more open 
C Big Buddies 
C I like the activities in my church...just need places to hang out and have fun. 
C help them with personal problems 
C more after school activities 
C discuss with teens the things they care about...not just things from the bible 
 
Or, Adult Survey,  #8A:   What do you see as the local churches’ role for assisting the community?:    
  (There are 16 responses listed.)           What would YOUR response be?  
         ………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 This report can be accessed through our church library.  Please look for it there. 
 
ps....The Synthesis will be delivered during the Potluck Supper at this fall’s Ecumenical Opening Service, at Bethel, 
Sunday evening, Oct 24th.   Don’t miss it!   Gladys Teske (Ecumenical Mission member)  



Featured Item for Summer,   2010 

A New Kind of Christianity....Brian McLaren 
 
"Wherever the willingness to rethink has been squelched, wherever that 
sense of quest has been buried under convention and complacency, the 
Christian faith in all its forms is in trouble. But  even there, something is 
trying to be born. Even now, right here, among us, inside you, inside 
me. You may feel it as a curiosity, a desire for better answers than you 
inherited so far. You may experience it as frustration, knowing that 
there must be more to faith than you currently know. You may know it as hope, hope that God is 
seeking humble people whose hearts and lives can be the womb of a better future. . . . In you, 
your family, your faith community, and circles of friends, among people of peace and faith every-
where, something is trying to be born."  
—from A New Kind of Christianity  
We are in the midst of a paradigm shift in the church. Not since the Reformation five centuries 
ago have so many Christians come together to ask whether the church is in sync with their deep-
est beliefs and commitments. These believers range from evangelicals to mainline Protestants to 
Catholics, and the person who best represents them is author and pastor Brian McLaren. In this 
much anticipated book, McLaren examines ten questions facing today's church—questions about 
how to articulate the faith itself, the nature of its authority, who God is, whether we have to un-
derstand Jesus through only an ancient Greco-Roman lens, what exactly the good news is that the 
gospel proclaims, how we understand the church and all its varieties, why we are so preoccupied 
with sex, how we should think of the future and people from other faiths, and the most intimidat-
ing question of all: what do we do next? Here you will find a provocative and enticing introduc-
tion to the Christian faith of tomorrow. 

     

“In every way, a dispatch from the 
front, it is also a love letter of sorts...a 
love letter from an affectionate, but 
seasoned Pastor to those who would 
dare to believe, worship and serve not 
only now, but also beyond now, into 
the roiling, churning decades ahead.” 
Phyllis Tickle (author of The Great Emergence) 
 
“ A new reformation is taking place in 
Christianity.  Brian McLaren is one of its 
leading voices.  This is a very important 
book.”   ..author Adam Hamilton 
 

“Now and then gifted people emerge 
who see the situation from a higher 
and more helpful level.  Brian 
McLaren is one of those seers.” 
Richard Rohr...author of  Everything Belongs 
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Resources: 
Be Complete: become the whole person God intends you to be (NT Commentary)......Warren Wiersbe 
Community Needs and Services Research Report...(2009/10) Fusion/Strathcona County Ecumenical Mission 
Older Adults Plan (June 2009)....Strathcona County Family and Community Services 
 
DVDs: 
Fern Hill....No Greater Love 
The Perfect Stranger 
The Way Back Home 
Gifted Hands 
A Greater Yes 
Sarah’s Choice 
(Jr) The Great Canoe Fish (Sugar Creek Gang #2)  
(Jr) Secret Hideout (Sugar Creek Gang #4) 
(CH) Pistachio 
(CH) Read and Share the Bible 
         
CDs: 
Point of Grace...No Changin’ Us 
Mercy Me...Generous Mr Lovewell 
Stephanie Smith  
 
Non-Fiction: 
(Y) Between God and Me...A Journey through Proverbs.....Vicky Courtney 
God Knows My Name...Never Forgotten, Forever Loved....Beth Redman 
Plan B.......Pete Wilson 
True Religion...Taking pieces of Heaven to places of hell on earth...Palmer Chinchen, PhD 
I Will Carry You...The Sacred Dance of Grief and Joy...Angie Smith 
 
Fiction:  
Take Four...(Above the Line Series)....Karen Kingsbury 
(Y) A Summer Secret...Kathleen Fuller 
(Y) So Over It....(Bk 3) .... Stephanie Morrill 
 
Children’s:  
Time for Bed....Bible Stories....Juliet David 
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Simply go to this web site: 
http://library.bethelchurch.com 
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www.bethelchurch.com 
Look under ‘Grow’ …and there it is! 

Find back copies of  The Librarian’ by clicking on: 
‘Resources’�
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No Greater Love: 
Ten years after his wife Heather (Danielle Bisutti) vanished without a trace, single fa-
ther Jeff Baker (Anthony Tyler Quinn) is finally preparing to move on with his life 
when she suddenly reappears in the last place he would ever expect. Jeff and Heather 
grew up together, married in their early 20s, and had a son named Ethan shortly thereaf-
ter. Just after Ethan's birth, however, Heather sank into a deep depression. When 
Heather abandoned her family, Jeff struggled to raise Ethan on his own. Ten years later, 
Jeff is about to propose to his new girlfriend Katie when Ethan attends a church camp 
where Heather is a counselor. Will this broken family have a long belated reunion and 
live happily ever after? Perhaps if Jeff can accept that it's all part of God's plan, there's 
still hope for the Baker's after all. Jason Buchanan 
 

 
The Perfect Stranger and Another Perfect Stranger: (2 movies) 
The perfect combination of the 2006 underground hit, 'The Perfect Stranger' and its 
2007 sequel, 'Another Perfect Stranger', in one two-disc set. In 'The Perfect Stranger' a 
skeptical lawyer accepts a dinner invitation from a man claiming to be Jesus of Naz-
areth. The second disc, 'Another Perfect Stranger', tells the story of a nineteen year-old 
artist, on a journey to escape her parents' religious views, that befriends an unlikely 
travel companion who shares her disdain for religion. Both films are based on the best-
selling 'Perfect Stranger' novels by David Gregory.  
 
The Way Back Home: 

The Way Back Home is a faith-based drama set in the lush and gorgeous surroundings of 
Central Florida. New York attorney Spencer Krane (Michael H. King, As the World 
Turns) has returned to the town where he was raised. It is the news that his grandmother (6
-time Tony Award winner and Oscar nominee Julie Harris) has suffered a stroke that 
prompts the trip. What starts as a simple visit home becomes so much more. It becomes a 
journey of consequence. Relationships and reconnections with old friends Ruby Dee (Best 
Supporting Actress, American Gangster) and Deezer D (ER) become catalysts that shake 
him to his core and remind him of the simple truths of a faith-filled life.  
����

Fern Hill: 
This is a story about 4 13-year old boys���� on a week-end in the mountains of Colorado 
in search of a father and a lost plane.  It is the unexplained mystery of Colin’s father 
and his small plane, in which he disappeared seven years ago.  Colin and 3 friends 
try to find the answer to his father’s death.���� ���� ���� ����
����
Sarah’s Choice:  

Sarah Collins is a young woman on the elevator of success. As a junior account executive 
at a major advertising agency, Sarah is poised to get it all: executive promotion, salary in-
crease, new car, fabulous apartment and first-class travel. There's only one thing that is 
standing in her way, an unexpected pregnancy.  Sarah has a choice. Her friends and co-
workers insist that she has the right to choose a path that offers a successful career and 
unlimited rewards. Others advise Sarah of another choice a choice that will not only 
change her life but also the lives of her loved ones now and forever.  Sarah's Choice is a 
film that offers compelling moral reasons to choose life.  Starring Rebecca St. James 
(Multiple Dove and Grammy Award Winner, Millions of Albums Sold, Best-Selling Author) 
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After climbing Pampa High School’s popularity chain, taking her volleyball team to the 
State championship, and founding the school’s first drugs, alcohol and violence-free 
club, Amy Newhouse must now fight the biggest battle of her life….cancer. 
Her open heart to the people of her school now sparks a passionate rally from the  
community.  However, this passion dwindles as her cancer metastasizes.    Her cancer 
seems to miraculously disappear, but just as it seems the community has prevailed and 
the battle won, Amy discovers that the deadly disease has returned and is incurable. 
Amy’s prayers for healing continue, but with the seemingly dried-up support of her community, and an 
apparent “no’ from God, she dies from the one battle she cannot win.  However, with her death comes life 
and redemption of Pampa High, as her club grows exponentially, redeeming the school of the once ram-
pant violence, drugs and alcohol that she so passionately fought against, and proving to all doubters that 
God has a “Greater Yes” after all.  (90 mins) 
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He overcame adversity and changed the world of medicine! 
This is a true story about a renowned brain surgeon who overcame obstacles to change the 
course of medicine forever.  Young Ben Carson didn’t have much of a chance.  Growing 
up in a broken home amongst poverty and prejudice, his grades suffered and his temper 
flared.  And yet, his mother never lost her faith in him.  Insisting he follow the  
opportunities she never had, she helped to grow his imagination, intelligence and most 
importantly, his belief in himself.  That faith would be his gift...the thing that would drive 
him to follow his dream of becoming one of the world’s leading neurosurgeons.  (90 mins) 
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Good lesson on listening to your parents.  
Expect a VeggieTales that has changed. Oh! It is the same intro song but the settings have changed. 
You can see that the years of working on creating these characters are bringing new and improved 
tools. You can easily spot the differences between the characters from 10 years ago with today’s new 
and improved characters. You will reconnect with characters met previously in Jonah the movie like 
the caterpillar who plays the role of the Cricket as well as a snapshot of the whale. This new DVD 
from Veggie Tales is based on the popular story of Pinocchio which was previously put in animation 
by Disney. My kids quite enjoyed the DVD while we watched it during a family time. In fact, my hus-
band said “Okay kids, now you can watch this DVD every day if you want to!” He was joking, obvi-
ously, but we both approved the lesson that our beloved Veggies were trying to pass to the kids. The 
graphics are fabulous as usual and the lesson will touch many children out there.  (50 mins) 
�
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Take a wonder-filled journey with Jesus and His disciples. 

Animated straight from the pages of the popular Read and Share® Bible, The Jesus Se-
ries introduces children to the life of Christ. Unlike the 3-minute, bite-size story format 
of the Read and Share® DVD Bible Volumes 1-4, this DVD is an uninterrupted half-hour 
presentation of Jesus' ministry along the shores of Lake Galilee and the villages near 
Nazareth. Children will see Jesus call His disciples, feed 5,000 people, heal the sick, 
teach about God's kingdom and introduce the Lord's Supper.   

This DVD completes The Jesus Series by presenting the life of Christ in a way that little 
ones can understand and build a solid foundation on.  (60 mins)�


