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I was one  of the fortunate members from Be-

thel to be blessed with the opportunity to go to 
Africa this summer. 

I have been back for two weeks and Kenya 
and the people we met are still very much on my 
mind---just about all the time. I am finding it 
quite difficult to decide what to tell people about 
the trip when they ask, “How was Africa?” Af-
rica was a great experience! I saw very clearly 
the effects of a long draught, lack of food, un-
clean water and a struggling health care system 
burdened by  HIV and AIDS. 

While we were in Nairobi we were privileged 
to "work" at the Springs of Life, Lutheran Church 
and School,  which is on the edge of the Kibera 
slum. I am not sure anything could have prepared 

(Continued on page 2) 
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L to R Back row: Debbie Paterson, Ric Paterson, 
Rick Kilford, Cheryl Williams, Becky Ziprick 
L to R Front Row: Debra Strutt, Neil Davies, 
Deloyce Elle, Mike Williams, Pastor Marv 

�
�
����	���	�������

�
���������	
���
������������������������������������ �
�������	��
��	����
������������������������
�
���������	�������������������������������������
��
�����
�
����������������������������������������� �
������
��	��
�������������������������������������
 �� ����	��!	
���
����������������������"�
#���	�!�������������������������������������������� ��$�
������%
�� ����	�����������������������������$�
!�

��&
��'��(
��)����!�
*��+
��������,�
���-
��������*�
��	���������������������������.�
���	�/��	
��	�������������������������������������� ��.�
����+
�
�����	&�0��
��������������������������1�
2	3�44�����25�����������������������������������
����6����
��
����
�� ����	����������������
!
������������������������������������������������� ����
!����/
�������������������������������������������� ����
����-���
������������������������������������������ ��
�

The Spirit at Bethel is the monthly newslet-
ter of Bethel Lutheran Church, Sherwood 
Park, Alberta. Laila Klaszus and Kris 
Bucholtz are co-editors. We welcome sub-
missions, no more than 650 words, relevant 
to Bethel and the church. You can leave 
your submission in our mail slots at church 
or email them to lailaklaszus@gmail.com or 
bucbunch@telus.net. The deadline for the 
November issue is October 26. 
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me  for how  I would feel after driving or walking 
through this  area of  such extreme poverty and 
harsh living conditions.  There were tears as well 
as lots of support for each other also.   But just so 
I don't leave you with the impression that this 
was a sad trip, I have to say that it wasn't. 

“Incredible” does not come close to describ-
ing the people we met. Whether it was Pastor 
Meeker from the Spring of Life, staff from the 
Lutheran Hour's  Ministry or Catherine from the 
Orphanage, the people we met demonstrated such 
deep faith in God and love  for those in  their 
care. I recall one special time when  we arrived at 
Neema Orphanage and were greeted by Cath-
erine, who we nicknamed "Africa's Mother 
Teresa"  . She told us that the Orphanage and 
school was started  on her family's land 14 years 
ago. She explained that she had retired from 
teaching and was going to set up a finishing 

school for girls,  but God had a different plan. 
Before she knew it she had two orphans and now 
her orphanage is a home for 155. I dreaded the 
thought of  going to the Orphanage. However, the 
children there appeared "better" cared for than 
most of the other children we saw. I felt a real 
love between Catherine and the children. These 
kids also knew God.   

As we travelled to the different organizations 
that Bethel Congregation supported, everyone 
was very eager to explain their programs, show 
us their  facilities and introduce their staff. We 
were their guests and not just "some Canadians 
that came to drop off supplies and money.” Eve-
ryone made us feel special. They were so appre-

(Continued from page 1) 

Debra with some very special children 
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ciative that we came and that four of our team 
were returning to Kenya a second time and that 
Bethel congregation was praying for them and 
their programs.   It was clear to me that we have 
a relationship with this Kenyan Community. 

I felt so honoured to be from a congregation 
that provided such generous financial support and 
to see the reaction of the people there when they 
received our gifts.  Words cannot describe  the 
look on the faces as we presented Bethel’s contri-
butions.  Everyone was completely over-
whelmed. These people operate from day to 
day,  many times not knowing where money will 
come from to pay their staff or feed the kids in 
their care.  What I learned from them was that 
they know God will provide and He was able to 
do that through the people at Bethel.  

I saw God's hands all over this trip to Af-
rica.  He made everything possible.  It all seemed 
so easy from filling the sea container to complet-
ing our projects.  We asked and we received.  

Going to Africa is not for everyone,  but it 
was for me.   I am very thankful that I did.  For a 
trip like this to be successful it takes the support 
and prayers of the entire congregation and for 
that I say thank you on behalf of all our team. 

And thank you for the honour of letting me 
represent Bethel. Thank you for your prayers and 
please continue to pray for our brother's and sis-
ter's in Christ in Africa.  They are counting on 
us!!!  

 
����
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First Communion Class 
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First Communion Class is an opportunity 
for parents and youth in grades 3-4 and 
up to prepare for receiving communion. 
We’ll take a look at the idea of covenant 
and Sacrament and how the story of Jesus 
is told so well through bread and wine.  
Parents and kids attend together. We’ll be 
meeting on Oct. 17, 24 and 31 from 9:00 
– 10:30.  To register please call the of-
fice, 417-7775. 

VBS as a mission. I certainly didn’t fit the picture 
because I could not quote verses out of the bible 
nor could I play an instrument or anything like 
that!  Remember the story of a man who daily 
walked down to the riverside to fill his two clay 
pots with water; one was cracked.  By the time he 
got back to his house, half of the water had 
leaked out. The cracked pot didn’t feel worthy.  
However, the man asked if the cracked pot re-
called seeing flowers on their journey.  He ex-
plained that he had strewn seed on the ground 
and as he walked the cracked pot had watered 
those seeds which had eventually grown into 
beautiful flowers alongside the path….well, I am 
that cracked pot.  Perhaps you are too? 

How much of an impact were we on the Lac 
Brochet children’s lives? Good question.  We all 
admitted that we were the Lord’s instruments. He 
helped us deliver His message.  Apparently the 
community was more receptive than in the past. 
We were warmly received at church and at the 
Canada Day activities.  Members of the commu-
nity stopped to chat and one of the elders gave us 
some Northern Pike for dinner.  The Team took 
turns delivering different aspects of the lesson 
with the Dene children who especially enjoyed 
the crafts and treats. We had daily devotions, fel-
lowshipped with one another, and we laughed 
until we cried.    It was truly a heartwarming ex-
perience! 
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I remember hearing Kathy and Roxanne pre-

sent their story about teaching VBS to the Dene 
children in Wollaston and how much they were 
“blessed by the experience”.  I mentioned to my 
husband that maybe someday when I wasn’t 
working I might be able to give as generously as 
these women had.   

As it happened the corporation I worked for 
was in the process of reorganizing and my job 
ended in 2008.  Thus when the call for the 2009 
LAMP VBS came, I told Pastor Marv I would be 
willing to help.  At the first LAMP Team meeting 
I was told I would be going to Lac Brochet all by 
myself – hmmm I wondered, why me?  After a 
few stories and photographs, team building exer-
cises, discussions regarding food, travel, work 
assignments, and a review of the LAMP volun-
teer handbook I remember telling my husband  
that I didn’t think that I should go.  The bugs 
(mosquitoes in particular) love me; I don’t know 
the bible very well; I can’t sing….my list went on 
and on. After all, what could I offer?   I truly re-
member thinking that this is not for me…so I 
didn’t bother to fill out my application.  Mean-
while I hummed and hawed, telling my family 
that I was going and then that I was not going.  
Flip, flop -- first in one direction and then the 
other when it came to making a decision.  De-
spite all my doubts and fears this little nagging 
voice in my head kept telling me to do it.  I even 
dreamt about the Dene children!  

While traveling with my husband in the car 
he received an email intended for me on his 
Blackberry from Ron at LAMP.  I returned Ron’s 
call responding to his question whether or not I 
heard God calling me to do a LAMP mission.  
My answer left on his voicemail was, “Yeah, I 
hear God calling, but I am NOT listening!”   
Well, my husband cracked up with laughter as he 
heard this.  I knew I had to make a decision so 
right then and there I told my husband that I was 
going. (Naturally he thought, yeah right, I heard 
this before.) When Ron called me back I made 
the commitment. 

I certainly hadn’t thought of helping teach 
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(Thank You Very Much) 
�

Over and over our Kenya team heard these 
words of thanksgiving for the generosity of our 
Bethel community. Below is a list of how major 
portions of the financial gifts you provided were 
used: 

At Springs of Life Lutheran Church in Kibera 
 
Vacation Bible School: materials, supplies 

and two meals a day for up to 475 children - 
(about $2800 US) 

4 new classrooms – ($16,000 US) 
Electricity and white boards in classrooms 

(about $2200 US) 
New roof to parsonage and renovations 

(because of fire) – (about $1100 US) 
Renovations to 3 former classrooms (these 

were also set on fire) – new ceilings in class-
rooms and electricity being added (about $3000 
US) 

A small medical facility developed from the 
sea container – (about $4000 US) 

Work projects on grounds: draining sewage; 
grading 250 truckloads of fill; supplying 22 
truckloads of top soil; building a basketball court, 
volleyball nets; repairing a swing set – (about 
$2500 US) 

Ministry for women with HIV/AIDS – (about 
$1500 US) 

Ministry for children – (about $1500 US) 
Support for Rev. Dennis and Lorna Meeker 

(about $750 US) 
A sea container, an agent to work with Ken-

yan Customs, truck to haul container and crane to 
offload it  - (about $5000 US) 

 
For Lutheran Hour Ministries in Kenya – Bi-

ble correspondence courses to prisoners, work 
with women who have HIV/AIDS as well as chil-
dren and youth ($4000 US) 

 
For the Neema Orphanage – support for 145 

children who have lost both parents to HIV/AIDS 
(about $1600 US) 

For Victory Academy in Suswa – support for 
education of about 60 children in grades 1-3 (17 
children are orphans; 22 children have only 1 par-
ent) – (about $600 US) 

 
Other Ministry items – (about $2000 US) 
 
In an email, Rev. Dennis Meeker writes: 
“Springs of Life Lutheran Church Kibera has 

no words to express their appreciation for all your 
hard work as God extended his hands of mercy 
through Bethel Lutheran Church. The church 
compound looks beautiful . . . . All the class-
rooms (new ones) are full of children and we 
have started working on the three classrooms (old 
ones that were set on fire) . . . putting in ceilings 
and electrical so they are better suited for teach-
ing. Please greet all (at Bethel) as we continue to 
be united in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

As Emmanuel (elder at Springs of Life) stood 
beside me, he looked out over the church com-
pound and said, “Now our people have hope!” 
Hope is something the people of Kenya cling to – 
they know it comes from God – from the God 
who provides through flesh and blood people. 

Our team cannot adequately convey to you 
(the Bethel community) the heartfelt words of 
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As you can see from the pictures, the sea 

container has arrived at Springs of Life. The 
tracking details (provided by Global Shipping) 
are as follows: 

Container loaded Edmonton, AB: June 23/09 
Vessel sailed Montreal, QC:  July 04/09
 MSC Mexico V53R 
Vessel Discharged Valencia, ES: July 13/09 
Loaded to vessel Valencia, ES: Aug 08/09
 MSC Silvana V.D930A 
Vessel Discharged Salalah, OM: Aug 17/09 
Loaded to vessel Salalah, OM: Aug 26/09
 MSC Namibia V836A 
Vessel Discharged Mombasa, KE: Sept 12/09 

Loaded to truck:   Sept 12/09 
Gate out Full:    Sept 12/09 
Departed Mombasa to Nairobi, KE: Sept 17/09 
Delivered to Consignee:  Sept 18/09 
– as per our Agent in Kenya 

 
In an email, Rev. Dennis Meeker writes: 

 
We thank God for all His goodness and grace. 

The container has arrived and been set at Springs 
of Life. We are going to use the old classrooms 
as storage and they will be finished early next 
week; then we will start off-loading the container 
to get it ready for Joseph to work the medical 
clinic. Continue to pray with us as we are so 
grateful for all your prayers and work with this 
container. Words are not found to express our 
appreciation but we give our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ all praise, honor, and glory. Lorna 
sends many greetings with all the flock of 
Springs of Life. Greet everyone for us as I will 
send you some pictures. 

Yours in Christ, 
Dennis 
 
We give God thanks for the assistance of 

Wangari (an agent in Mombasa) who worked on 
our behalf with Kenya Customs agents so that the 
container was delivered to Springs of Life free of 
any customs and value added taxes – it was to-
tally exempt of all charges. We give God praise 
and thanksgiving! 

 
����

thanksgiving, the expressions and tears of grati-
tude and the hugs of joy from Dennis, Lorna, 
Emmanuel and the people of Springs of Life; 
from John Maina and staff at the Lutheran Hour 
Ministries, from Catherine at the Neema orphan-
age; from Joyce and Samuel at Victory Academy 
in Suswa. 

You are invited to hear our team tell some of 
this story on Sunday, October 4 at 6:30 p.m. – 
for we consider it an honor to have been your 
representatives there. 

In Christ, 
 Pastor Marv 
 

����
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Over this past summer of 2009 I worked as a 
Cross Cultural Facilitator for a Christian mission 
organization called the BC Mission Boat Soci-
ety . The BC Mission Boat travels to remote First 
Nations communities on the coast of British Co-
lumbia, sharing God’s love and bringing Chris-
tian support through relational ministry. Based 
out of Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Parks-
ville, British Columbia, the ministry has now 
been ongoing for 10 years. 

Right from the beginning I was warmly wel-
comed by the congregation; the members of Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church were a steady rock of 
support during the busy summer months. I re-
member not needing to buy groceries for the first 
couple weeks because so many people invited me 
over for dinner! I am very grateful for the love 
and support they shared with me over the sum-
mer. 

My responsibilities during the preparation 
stages of the summer included office work, con-
tacting team members and organizing billets, 
writing original Bible study material, attending 
leadership training, editing the Mission Boat 
songbook, and organizing program and boat ma-
terials. 

The leadership training I received was very 
practical and helped me immerse my leadership 
technique in biblical practice. A session on a Bib-
lical approach to conflict resolution helped me to 
see conflict as an opportunity to glorify 
God. Striving to keep this perspective on all 
situations I face has now become a personal fo-
cus for me. 

During the mission trips I was responsible for 
leading music, facilitating positive cross-cultural 
interactions (reminding crew members about cul-
tural appropriate language and behavior), helping 
with Kids Club programs, visiting community 
members in their homes, acting in humorous 
skits, and sharing the love of Jesus 24/7! I got to 
hang out with youth, have a blast getting to know 
the kids, listen to the amazing stories of commu-
nity members, and experience some of the tradi-

tional Native culture through talking to elders, 
attending a Potlatch in Bella Bella, experiencing 
a feast in Ahousaht, visiting Big Houses in 
Klemtu and Kingcome, viewing art from lo-
cal artists, and learning words in the traditional 
language of the West Coast from the kids such as 
‘chumus’ (dessert) and ‘choo’ (see you again 
soon!). 

Working for the BC Mission Boat stretched 
me in all directions. I had to be very organized 
when preparing boat supplies, but also flexible 
enough to deal with unforeseen challenges. I 
acted professionally in the office while answering 
calls or writing fundraising letters, and then had 
crazy fun when playing games, singing songs, 
and making crafts.  Office work was generally 
under the direction and supervision of the Execu-
tive Director, but when creating bible studies or 
leading events in communities I had to be re-
sourceful and take initiative. 

My involvement in the BC Mission Boat’s 
ministry this summer stretched my as an individ-
ual, challenged and strengthened my faith, and 
opened my eyes up to the amazing First Nations 
communities on the West Coast of British Co-
lumbia. It is a great opportunity for anyone, espe-
cially if you love God, are passionate about mis-
sion work, have high energy, and are willing to 
embrace new experiences. Choo! 
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What a busy place the Activity Centre was 

once again on Sunday, September 13. By now a 
semi-annual affair, Bethel’s Ministry Market was 
in full swing. Under the able leadership of Pat 
Sonnenberg, signs were up, people were manning 
their tables, and visitors were milling about, 
learning about the many, many activities going 
on at Bethel. 

Perhaps a display drawing more than its share 
of visitors was the one of the Kenya team, 
manned by Rick Kilford who had just returned 
from his second mission trip to Kenya. He looked 
pretty sharp in his “native” shirt and was kept 
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very busy sharing his many experiences with 
visitors to the Market. There were oh so many 
displays, too many to mention. If you missed it 
this time, you’ll want to be sure to attend when it 
is featured again. 
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Pool. Over the next few months I am sure I will 
get to meet and work with many of you where 
you will have the chance to learn more about me. 
I am excited to meet more people here at Bethel 
and am looking forward to this opportunity to 
grow and learn in this church.  
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My name is 
Krysta Davis 
and I have 
been assigned 
to do my field 
placement 
here at Bethel. 
I am 22 years 
old and in my 
final year at 

Concordia finishing my Director of Parish Ser-
vices degree.  

I have been attending Bethel on and off for 
the past three years so I am very excited to be 
placed in a congregation I somewhat know. I 
thought I would let you know a little about my-
self as not many of you know me.  

The biggest news in my life is that this sum-
mer I got married to my high school sweetheart, 
Aaron. He is currently at the U of A working on a 
Bachelors of Arts degree. We are both from small 
communities outside of Lloydminster; however I 
am from the good side (Alberta) while he is from 
the other side of the border.  

Also I have been a lifeguard for the past  
seven years and I currently work at O’Leary 
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My name is Jared Schoepp and I was one of 

the youth to go on the Texas Mission Trip this 
year.  This year 16 people went on the trip: 9 
youth and 7 adult leaders.  Due to the escalation 
of the drug war in Juarez our group had decided 
not to do any work in Mexico during this trip.  
Nevertheless, God was able to use us in amazing 
ways to reach out to his people.   

During the trip we stayed at Ysleta Lutheran 
Mission in Texas and spent five days doing con-
struction work in a local community called 
Sparks.  We worked on two projects during our 
time in Sparks.  The first project involved com-
pleting a home for a family that another group 
had started.  One of the children in the family 
was in a wheelchair and they had previously been 
living in a mobile home.  We spent much of the 
week dry-walling, painting, stuccoing, flooring, 
and working on the ramp that led to the door.  
The second project that our group worked on was 
for a woman named Rosa.  A previous repair to 
her leaking roof had failed and the roof was once 
again leaking.  Some of our group spent some 
time there repairing the roof and fixing the wiring 
and ceiling inside her home.   

We also spent some of our time in El Paso 
experiencing the different culture, location, and 
food.  One night we went Andales, a Mexican 
restaurant, and on the Saturday before we left, we 
went to Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico.     

This trip gave me a chance to re-examine my 
life and an opportunity to focus on serving the 
needs of others.  I believe that each one of us was 
able to grow and bring home with us the lessons 
and experiences of our trip.  God used each one 
to continue his work down in El Paso.  I enjoyed 
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the trip immensely and look forward to going 
again.   
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Evening Outline 
 

Registration begins at 4:30 
Opening Session – Welcome & Icebreakers 
Dinner – Pizza, veggies & dip, drinks) 
Session One 
Tiki Bar with Smoothies 
Nail Painting; Interactive Discussion Session 
Nachos and Cheese 
Prayer Time 
Live Music with Linnea Salte 

Being surrounded 
by a strong musi-
cal legacy was al-
ways an inspira-
tion for Linnea 
Salte. Her father 
(Arlen Salte) sold 
over a quarter mil-
lion albums, 

owned an independent record label, and was the 
visionary of a creative arts conference called 
Break Forth. Linnea travelled extensively through 
North America as a musician and road manager. 
She attended Vanguard College where she took 
her BA in Theology with Music Major and went 
on to be one of the worship leaders at Bethel Lu-
theran Church in Sherwood Park, AB. Linnea 
knows the issues that young girls are dealing 
with. She struggled with her value in school and 
believed lies about herself that led to depression. 
“I didn’t feel that I measured up. I want girls to 
know that God has an opinion about them. As 
they start to walk in His truth, they will experi-
ence freedom every day.” 

For more information 
visit www.bugirl.com <http://www.bugirl.com/> 

 
Cost: $30.00 
 
Please register with the church office or Nor-

may Wiebe at 780-417-7757 or 
normay.wiebe@bethelchurch.com 
<mailto:normay.wiebe@bethelchurch.com> before 
Oct. 18. 
 

***Space is limited, so register early.*** 
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When: Monday, Oct. 19, 2009 5:00 – 9:00 
Where: Bethel Lutheran Church 
Who: All girls age 12 – 17 invited 
 
What: Pizza Dinner/Smoothies/Special 

Speakers/Activities/Live Music/Gift 
Theme of Evening: A Starry Night in Tahiti: 

(Décor will 
include bam-
boo rugs, 
tropical flow-
ers, island mu-
sic, rope 
lights, stage 
lights, and 
framed prints) 
The Message: 

Walk in Freedom Jn. 8:32 – “Know the truth and 
it will set you free” All girls experience pressure 
and challenges as they interact with people and 
the world around them. In the face of peer pres-
sure, body image questions, relationship strug-
gles, teen girls are encouraged to make positive 
choices in their relationship with God and people 
so they can be all they’re created to be. 

The Goals: Discuss messages received in 
social, family and other relationships and their 
effects on the perception of ourselves 
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Because we are disciples of Jesus, he said, 

“You are the salt of the earth” and “You are the 
light of the world (Matthew 5:13,14). And, be-
cause we have faith in Jesus and God’s Spirit 
dwells in us, St. Paul writes, “You are the body 
of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 

I thank God for the members of our worship 
community who serve our Lord through their ser-
vant lives – sharing their faith and love of Jesus 
in our communities both in the places where they 
work and volunteer. To assist us in compiling a 
list of places where our people work and serve 
would you please provide us: 

Your name 
Place where you work (paid or non-paid) 
Places where you are a volunteer servant 
How you serve and amount of time each 

week or month that you serve 
Please pass this information on to Ann or 

Heather in the office or email it to them at 
admin@bethelchurch.com. 

Sunday, November 1, is Servant Appreciation 
Sunday. We will celebrate the people of God as 
gifts to our communities . . . for you are salt and 
light and the body of Christ in this place. I thank 
God for you. 

 
Pastor Marv 
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Well, I told you so—the Recycled Teens had 

a ball at their first meeting of the year. The pot-
luck was a veritable feast; the Bible discussion 
session had the room buzzing and swirling with 
the Spirit hard at work engaging everyone there. 

Then came Hanna—you just had to be there 
to appreciate Hanna. She led the Stretch and Re-
lax time. First, she disappeared behind a sheet 
held high by two ladies. Then, to our shock, she 
reappeared, sitting—bare-legged—on the table. It 
took a double-take to realize those weren’t her 

legs but dummy legs. The hilarious laughter con-
tinued all the while that she used “her legs” to 
exercise and relax us.  

 
Mel led the group 
in three games. 
Again, there was so 
much laughter that 

anyone passing by 
would never have 
guessed that a 
bunch of seniors 
were having that 
much fun (maybe that’s why we call ourselves 
Recycled Teens.) 

But that wasn’t the end of it. During the fol-
lowing week Mel Lenz arranged for an outing to 
the Reynolds Alberta Museum in Wetaskiwin. So 
on a lovely fall Sunday afternoon, about a dozen 
seniors headed out, chauffeured by Mel in an os-
tentatious black limousine, to Wetaskiwin. Imag-
ine the puzzled looks we got as we climbed out of 
the funereal looking vehicle in front of the mu-
seum. For those of us who had never been to this 
museum, what a surprise. This is truly a museum 
worth visiting. Even for someone not all that in-
terested in vintage cars, old airplanes, and re-
stored tractors and threshing machines, this trip 
was worth while.  

Perhaps the per-
son who en-
joyed it most 
was Ernst 
Klaszus, driven 
around in a 

wheel-chair by 
Mel who, at the 
same time, 
gave a running 
commentary 
especially of 
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The parables of Jesus are probably the most 

universally recognized messages of Jesus. Par-
ables, such as the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal 
Son, and the Lost Sheep, have brought the love of 
God into clearer perspective than any long ser-
mon or dissertation ever could. Join us as we look 
at the form and meaning of Jesus parables. From 
the creation accounts (Genesis 1-3) to the Sinai 
Covenant, especially the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20), find out why Jesus places so much 
emphasis on the Kingdom of God. Learn why 
you need to first have a relationship with God 
and how that automatically binds to a relationship 
with all other people. Discuss how properly un-
derstanding the parables changes our lives and 
our relationship with God and others for the 
good. Find out how to remember easily the theol-
ogy of Jesus parables by associating each point 
with a part of the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-
13.) Please join us as we examine and discuss all 
of Jesus’ parables under the following topics: 
Finding the Kingdom of God; The Growth of 
God’s Kingdom; Life in God’s Kingdom; Life 
Outside God’s Kingdom, Responsibility within 
God’s Kingdom; Opposition to God’s Kingdom; 
What to do while waiting for the coming King-
dom of God. 
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What is WWF at Bethel? Contrary to popular 

opinion, the people who attend WWF do not sit 
around big screen TV's and watch men in span-
dex trying hurt each other. The World Wrestling 
Federation it is not. 

 No, Wednesday Women's Fellowship hap-
pens every Wednesday morning at Bethel. Our 
first meeting of the fall season was September 
9th. We enjoyed a wonderful potluck brunch. Af-
ter a few introductions we were honored to have 
Helen Salte talk about her faith walk. Her theme 

was "Listening to God" and we heard story after 
story how her life has been touched by miracles 
all because she listened to God. 

 What an encouragement for the almost 60 
women who came out that morning! From newly-
weds, to young mothers, to grandmothers, we all 
listened enthralled to hear how God has used 
Helen to bless so many people. 

 If you're a woman with no interest in wres-
tling (or even if you like wrestling), consider 
coming out to the Wednesday Women's Fellow-
ship. New friends await you there. You will be 
challenged and blessed by the Bible study that 
happens every week. 

  
���  

the old farm machinery which brought back 
many fond memories of his boy-hood days on the 
farm in just that region. 
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Who better to close out the summer servant 

event season than our friends from North of the 
border? A veteran group of 16 youth and adults 
from Sherwood Park, Alberta, Canada, left the 
land where the sun shines for around 6 hours a 
day at this time of year and spent the past 5 days 
working in Sun City at 2 sites in Sparks. 

Two thirds of the group was assigned the task 
of finishing a build that was begun back in June; 
stuccoing the exterior, finishing the drywall—or 
“gyp rock” as it’s called in Canada—taping, mud-
ding, sanding, painting, and tiling is what re-
mained to be done. Having brought two carpen-
ters by trade and several other group members 
with sufficient knowledge and experience, these 
tasks did not pose a challenge for them; they 
nearly completed then entire list and were also 
able to install ceiling fans, rebuild the ramp on the 
front of the house to make it sturdier for the 
woman’s handicapped son (and build a handrail!), 
and add another layer of OSB to the deck between 
the new house and the existing trailer. They even 
contributed to the décor of the home’s exterior by 
hanging a Canadian flag on the front! Friday af-
ternoon saw an emotional dedication service ac-
companied by the presentation of several gifts to 
the new homeowners. 

The remaining third of the group had to draw 
upon their expertise to fix a trailer roof that had 
been plaguing owner Rosa Chavez for months. 
Even after a previous YLM group worked there in 
June, she still reported a leak. A section of over-
roof along with some new insulation and paneling 
inside turned out to be just what the doctor or-
dered…just hope the leak is underneath the over-
roof! In between enjoying Rosa’s incredible iced 
tea several times a day, these individuals were 
also able to go above and beyond the call of duty, 
fixing faulty wiring that posed a serious fire haz-
ard and hanging a section of cabinets that Rosa 
had been given but was unable to hang herself. 

Today the group is taking advantage of the 
fact that they are the last servant event of the 

summer and spending the day at Carlsbad Cav-
erns, meaning they fly home tomorrow on a Sun-
day instead of the usual Saturday. It’s been a joy 
to host our Canadian friends this week—and to 
learn a bit about construction and a bit about Ca-
nadian culture in the process—and they’ve al-
ready rebooked so we’ll see them again next 
year! 
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