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The hot weather 
on Tuesday, 
May 18th did not 
melt the spirits 
of 22 grade 
eight students 
from Port Co-
quitlam, BC.  
These students 

were in Edmonton for the week on a mission trip.  
We were able to recruit these young people to 
assist with delivering approximately 800 flyers 
advertising the upcoming Vacation Bible School 
and Family Soccer events to residents in the 
McCauley area. 

 
As we left the Rock 

building, the teens im-
mediately went to work 
dropping off the flyers 
at each mailbox as well 
as telling people they 
met on the street about 
the events.  People were 
very appreciative to 
hear what was going to 
be happening during the 
summer.  My group was 
approached by a City of 
Edmonton worker wondering “what all of these 
kids in white shirts were doing”.  She expressed 
how difficult it can be to get people to help in 
this area; she is very excited to learn about Be-
thel’s plans to serve among the residents in the 
McCauley community.  
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The Spirit at Bethel is the monthly newsletter of 
Bethel Lutheran Church, Sherwood Park, Alberta. 
Laila Klaszus and Kris Buchholtz are co-editors.  
 
We welcome articles (650 words or less) of people 
and events relevant to Bethel and the Church. 
Please leave your submissions with Ann or email 
to lailaklaszus@gmail.com or bucbunch@telus.net 
with the following in the SUBJECT line (see p. 8) 
 
June Spirit— your name. 
 
If possible, also include pictures. 
 
The deadline for the July/August Spirit is June 21. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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On Saturday, May 15, over 100 people gath-

ered in the gym to “waltz for Wollaston”! The 
ages ranged from just a few months to several 
decades, so it was truly an intergenerational 
event. A mini-course in “dance etiquette” was 
provided, as well as lessons for the waltz, the 
foxtrot and the jive.  One anonymous attendee 
(who’s married to Normay and whose name 
rhymes with “German”) admitted that he wasn’t 
looking forward to coming, but that he actually 
had fun! At 10:15 PM, there were still a signifi-
cant number of people – 50, actually – on the 
dance floor.  Dancing is fun, but I always really 
enjoy just watching the dancers as well – espe-
cially when children dance with their parents, or 
grandparents with their grandchildren. 

 
Thank you to everyone who came out and 

supported this fundraiser, and to Pastor James 
and the Parish Planning Council for all of their 
support! The dance raised over $400.00 towards 
our LAMP mission trip this July to the First Na-
tions community of Wollaston, Saskatchewan, 
where the mission team will be sharing the love 
of Jesus through both a Vacation Bible School 
and a youth program. Please remember both our 
mission team and the people of Wollaston in your 
prayers in the coming weeks. 

  
���  

In addition to the flyer delivery, the youth did 
something even more powerful.  They were pray-
ing for the families as they walked to each house 
and along the streets…prayers that the people’s 
hearts would be receptive to hearing the Good 
News of Christ, for the children to be able to at-
tend the events, and for the well-being of each 
family.  We were also able to have conversations 
about why it is important to be in this community 
sharing the Gospel rather than just staying in 
Sherwood Park. 

We give thanks for the willingness of these 
teens to be a part of this outreach message by 
helping to spread the word about the summer 
events.  Can’t wait for summer to arrive now.     

 
If you would like more information about the 

Vacation Bible School, please speak with 
Deloyce Elle. For more information about the 
Family Soccer program, speak with Pastor 
James.   

 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 

support as we share the love of Jesus with a hurt-
ing world.       

(Continued from front page) Sharing in McCauley 
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On May 1st and 2nd, Bethel was transformed 

into a school gym as 35 grade-schoolers drew us 
into a story of students learning how God desires 
for us to live our lives.  

  
In “Inhale the 
New Life”, we 
learned the act of 
breathing is a 
picture of our life 
with Christ.  We 
exhale guilt, sin 
and worries, and 

inhale the Spirit of God through forgiveness, love 
and peace. 

  
Next, “Here’s Whatcha Gotta Do” provided 

answers to how we grow in our spiritual life by 
reading God’s Word, praying, listening for the 
Holy Spirit, and Christian Fellowship. 

  
In “Living Inside Out”, Lucy told us the rea-

son why she wears her shirt inside-out – inten-
tionally to remind her that it’s what’s on the in-
side that counts.  

  
“Three Blind Guys” was a fun take of Three 

Blind Mice as a modern day parable of three guys 
who thought that entertainment, a new car, and 
business power would satisfy them. 

  
“Upside Down World” was a lively prayer 

complete with cartwheels for help to live and 
give, grow and show, walk and talk, reach and 
teach, share and care. 

  
After Zac, the Star athlete, accused his fellow 

teammate Jackson of lying and cheating to beat 
him on the team, Jackson led the choir in a proc-
lamation of “The Ways of the World are Not for 
Me.” 

  

When Darla confessed that no one ever no-
ticed her and she was too small and insignificant 
to be used by God, we heard the story of Samuel 
anointing David as King in the song “Shepherd 
Boy.” 

 The Good News of the Gospel was laid out 
clearly through the song “Only You”, explaining 
that the only true example for us is seen in Jesus 
and in his sacrifice for us. 

  
The finale was “Everyday” where the kids 

enthusiastically declared their desire to serve Je-
sus everyday of their life. 

  
Every year it’s a treat to work with these kids 

and parents to present the spring musical.  It is 
the deepest desire of our hearts that the message 
will continue to reverberate in our spirits and in 
the spirits of all who came to watch. 

  
����
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Have you ever studied 
the themes and narra-
tives of the Bible?  
Crossways is a 60 unit 
study of the Biblical 
themes and stories 
from Genesis through 
Revelation. It provides  

a big picture overview of God’s purposes and 
workings in this world. The study of the 60 units 
is spread out over 2 years (we break for holiday 
times and summer). 

 
I have led the Crossways study at least six 

times and am ready to go through it again. As 
you go through the study, you’ll get to see the  
Bible within the context of history . . . . for, after 
all, history is really HIS-STORY. The study of 
the Old Testament will greatly enrich your under-
standing of the New Testament – for really, we 
have only one Bible and not two. By going 
through this study (even if you have been through 
it once before), you’ll be blessed by God beyond 
measure. 

 
If you are interested, please contact me or the 

church office.  An information session will be 
held on Monday, June 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

With great joy and excitement I have ac-
cepted my internship placement here at Bethel 
Lutheran Church. Thanks be to God as He has 
provided an amazing internship site for me to 
learn and grow as a Director of Parish Services! 
For the next 18 months I will be working here at 
Bethel and gleaning all I can from the staff and 
congregation. I will be involved in a variety of 
different areas of ministry here at Bethel and at 
St. Peters in the McCauley area. I am looking for-
ward to getting to know the Bethel family more 
as a whole and as individuals. 

 

In closing, I would like that thank you all 
for your wonderful support throughout this 
process. Your faithful decision to support an 
intern will give me the opportunity to learn 
from you about "sharing the love of Jesus with 
the hurting world." I hope I am able to share my 
excitement and delight at this opportunity with 
you and yours. 

 

"Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs." Psalm 100:1-2 

 
Blessings, 
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Registration forms for this year’s High Seas 
Expedition VBS at Bethel are now available at 
the office. There are two—yes, 2—times to 
choose from:  

July 19 - 23    
August 16 - 20     
 
Get ready to dive into adventure as we ex-

plore the mighty love of God. CDs of this year’s 
music are now available at the office for $5.00. 
Get your copy today and start singing. 
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I am walking in this campaign and inviting 

others to join me...or they can sponsor me...to 
help the Grandmothers and of course, their grand-
children, in Africa. 

 
(The Rhubarb Rally, held last year at Bethel, 

was supporting the same cause.) 
 
Grandmothers all across Canada are walking. 

In Edmonton the walk will be in Hawrelak 
Park.  There is an invitation to bring a picnic 
lunch to share after the walk. I think it will be 
lots of fun...and a very good way to help those 
who desperately need our help  

 
You can pre-register by contacting Sylvia 

Hancock at 780-464-0327 or 1hancock@telus.net 
by June 5. The registration fee is $20.00 and it 
includes an authentic African scarf (while sup-
plies last).   
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From August 14-22, 2010, eighteen senior 

high teens and seven adults from Bethel will be 
doing light construction in and around El Paso, 
Texas and Juarez, Mexico. They’ll be serving in 
support of the ministry of Yslete Lutheran Mis-
sion, drywalling, repairing roofs and possibly 
building a small home for a poorer family. When 
asked why they were planning to attend the 
event, our youth responded: 

 
“I want to give back to the less fortunate.” 
“I want to get out of my comfort zone.” 
“I want to learn about being a servant.” 
 
If you feel that God would have you support 

this trip, your prayer and financial support would 
be appreciated. 
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On June 12th and 13th, 2010, grandmother 
groups across Canada will be taking a walk to 
show their support for the courageous and resil-
ient grandmothers of Africa who are caring for 
children orphaned by AIDS and changing the 
course of the pandemic in their communities. 

 

Stride to Turn the Tide is a grassroots ini-
tiative brought forward by a grandmother group 
in Canmore, Alberta which has spread across the 
country.  

 

Check out the beautiful poster on the bulletin 
board for information about the Grandmothers-to
-Grandmothers National walk, Stride to Turn the 
Tide. 

Grandmother Estella walking 
Photo: Alexis MacDonald 
http://www.grandmotherscampaign.org/
nationalwalk.html 

Walking together we will make a difference. 
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The group “Rainbow’s End” from Youth En-
counter in Minnesota presented a concert at Be-
thel on May 5.  They recently returned from a 
3-month tour of India working with some of the 
world’s poorest of the poor.  The theme of the 
evening “DO, LOVE, WALK”  was based on Mi-
cah 6:8  
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The program was packed with a variety of 

music, both participatory and sitting back and 
enjoying in an acoustic, unplugged style and fea-
tured hand percussion, guitars, violin and tight 
harmonies.  They also presented humorous, 
thought-provoking dramas, puppet shows, videos 
and pictures from India, interactive displays to 
walk around, and (my kids’ favorite) a computer 
with access to freerice.com where 10 grains of 
rice are donated for each question they answer. 
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Most of you know a little about me by now, 
but I would like to reintroduce myself and my 
other half. My name is Krysta Davis and the 
wonderful man next to me in the picture is my 
husband Aaron.  

 

As of June first I am starting my internship 
here at Bethel, which means for the next 18 
months you will see more of me around here! 

They shared testimonies and stories from 
their time in India.  This was especially powerful 
for my daughter who has a Compassion child in 
India. 

  
We were privileged to host a couple of the 

team members at our home overnight.  Besides 
the tendency to stay up way too late with them, 
we thoroughly enjoyed their dedication, authen-
ticity, and deep faith in Christ. 

  
We were a small audience that evening, but a 

lively and young-hearted group who were very 
blessed because we came. 

  
���  
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“The family that prays together, stays to-

gether” is one blessing that many families at Be-
thel experience. With the return of spring, some 
of us at Bethel are also blessed with “The family 
that PLAYS together, stays together!” 

 
That's right, we're back to slow pitch season 

with the Edmonton Lutheran Mixed Slo-Pitch 
League, and Bethel has four teams entered this 
year. The team I'm cheering for happens to have 
3 of my 5 children playing on it and although 
we're not the BEST team out there, we're defi-
nitely having the best of times every week 
(provided it doesn't rain!).  

 
When watching our games one can't help but 

notice that we have the participation of not two 

Aaron is a student at U of A, studying anthropol-
ogy. He has one more year and then will have his 
Bachelor of Arts.  

 
We are both from small towns outside of 

Lloydminster, Aaron on the Saskatchewan side, 
myself on the Alberta. We attended the same 
church in Lloyd and have been together since 
Grade 10, much to our youth leaders’ surprise! 
We will have been married for a year this coming 
August.  

 
Other than that, Aaron is a guitar player who 

takes up all the closet space with his collection of 
guitars. I like to swim and am going to miss my 
lovely tan that I used to get guarding at outdoor 
pools.  

 
We are both looking forward to transitioning 

into our new house and community, as well as 
finding our place in the Bethel family. We look 
forward to getting to know the Bethel family bet-
ter and meeting the wonderful people God has 
brought to this place. 

 

but three generations in some families. Grandpar-
ents watching and keeping score behind the 
bench filled with grandchildren who make them 
proud. “That's my boy's boy” is a favorite cheer 
of one “oldtimer” who at one time lifted his own 
bat and glove alongside his own children to rep-
resent Bethel in years gone by.  

 
As a parent watching my children play a 

sport that I loved and played, it's a treat to watch 
them learn and play “the Bethel WAY”! The 
game opens with a prayer and then the fun be-
gins.  

 
Although many of our young players have 

never played before, there is no judgment or con-
demnation when mistakes are made, rather en-
couraging words from parents and grandparents 
and gentle guidance as to how to improve one's 
skill. It's about learning and having fun at the 
same time, and for those of us watching, it's 
about coming together for fun and fellowship! If 
you'd like to learn more about Bethel's Ball 
Teams or would like to play or even just come 
out as a fan for fellowship, contact the church 
office for more info! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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Barrie Reeder, Bill Day and Debbie Paterson 

from The Rock attended the Parish Planning 
Council’s April meeting. The PPC was pleased to 
have them take part in our planning for the 
McCauley area.  We discussed a number of up-
coming ministry initiatives, including:  

 
Kids’ Club VBS, July 12 – August 23 on 

Monday evenings 
Family Soccer Camp for six weeks in July 

and August 
Drop-in Basketball at St. Peter’s in the fall 
Hockey Night in McCauley 
 
Please prayerfully consider becoming in-

volved in one or more of these ministry opportu-
nities; you can contact Pastor James or Deloyce 
for more information.   

 
As well, it’s that time again: Bethel’s Annual 

General Meeting will be on June 13th at 9:45 AM.  
Anyone who makes Bethel their church home is 
invited – and encouraged – to attend.  Come and 
hear about all the exciting things that have hap-
pened over the past year, as well as about plans 
for the upcoming one! It is vital that we have as 
many household from our worship community as 
possible represented…so please mark your calen-
dar and join us!! 
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In order to make sure that your submission to 

the Spirit does not get lost in the e-mail shuffle of 
your editors' mail boxes or get lost in the process 
of forwarding from Ann to Kris to Laila, we 
would like to try a new SUBJECT LINE format 
that will help us check submissions quickly and 
efficiently and keep track of them. We would 
very much appreciate if you could format your 
subject line as follows: 
 
SUBJECT: Name of the month SPIRIT -- your 
name  
Example: SUBJECT:  June Spirit - Paula Tolus 

 
If by any chance you are submitting two 

articles, then indicate June Spirit - Paula 
Tolus 1; June Spirit - Paula Tolus 2. 

 
Thank you to all who have contributed to 

the Spirit this past year. Because of your sub-
missions, it has been fun doing the Spirit, and 
for the Bethel community, rewarding to read 
it. 
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The seniors’ final meeting of the season, the 
annual barbeque, will take place not at Bethel as 
in former years, but at the ARK: The address is 
52301 Range Rd 223, which is two range roads 
west of St. Johns Lutheran, Ardrossan.....and al-
most directly west of the church. 

 
Food will be supplied by Mel Lenz and Co. 

All you have to do is let him know you are com-
ing. If you would like to join us, call Mel by June 
12 and let him know you’ll be attending. 

 
Mel’s Phone: 780-417-3939 
 

���  
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Would you like the opportunity to make a 

difference in someone’s day? The Rock Inner 
City Mission serves breakfast on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays to people of the in-
ner city.  This important first meal of the day is 
often what sustains these folk throughout the 
day.  However, this ministry is in need of volun-
teers to help prepare and serve the breakfasts. 
Could you spare a few hours early in the morn-
ing to lend a helping hand?  Please contact Pat 
Lenz at 780-417-3939 for more information or 
to volunteer. 
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Welcomed into God’s Kingdom here on earth by 
rite of Baptism: 
 
April 25 – Rory Ensley Gelderman  
 Parents: Michael & Danielle Gelderman 
May 9 – Shai Lorrie Renee DaureWhite  
 Parents: William White & Nathalie Daure 
May 23 – Nevan Jay Aidan Owsley  
 Parents: Zan & Shelley Owsley 
  
Welcomed into God’s eternal Kingdom to par-
take of the heavenly feast: 
  
Frank Jenne     
Harold Hissett 
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WWF (Wednesday 
Women's Fellowship) is 
looking for childcare 
workers to watch 
over children ranging in 
age from babies up to age 
4 while their mothers at-
tend Bible 
study.   We hope to 
have 5 childcare workers 
to watch over approxi-
mately 15 - 20 chil-
dren.  The Bible Study 

group meets Wednesdays from September until 
the end of May with a break over Christmas and 
Easter.   The workers would need to be at the 
church from 8:45 - 11:30 am.   This is a paid po-
sition.  For more information, please contact 
Stephanie Guest at 640-3806 
or stephanie_guest@hotmail.com 


