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This Crossways logo reminds 
us that God’s original plan of 

unity and oneness (Genesis 1 and 2) has been ful-
filled in Jesus (the Suffering Servant). And true 
unity and oneness between races, families, hus-
bands and wives happen when we live the life of 
a “servant for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 4:5) and “love 
one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34) 

  

Crossways leads us through 60 units (30 units 
per year). The two-year Crossways course: 

¨ Focuses on the entire sweep of the Bible’s 
storyline from Genesis to Revelation, 
helping people make profound connec-
tions between the Old and New Testa-
ments; 

¨ Features 160 full-color teaching graphics 
that help to explain and aid recall of Bibli-
cal events and concepts; 

¨ Emphasizes Jesus’ role as Servant-King 
and final interpreter of Scripture; 

¨ Places the narratives of the Bible into a 
timeline linking God’s action in history 
with the rise and fall of kingdoms as God 
ushers in the New Kingdom; 

¨ Helps readers see the “big picture” of 
God’s activity versus the manner in which 
we often read the Bible: in selective bits 
and pieces. 

 

The Crossways author, Dr. Harry Wendt, says 
that Jesus played with children and taught adults;  
too often in today’s church, we teach children 
while the adults play. This has, notes Dr. Wendt, 
led to Biblical illiteracy among many adults. 

The Spirit at Bethel is the monthly newsletter of Bethel 
Lutheran Church, Sherwood Park, Alberta. Laila Klaszus 
and Kris Buchholtz are co-editors.  
 

We welcome articles (650 words or less) of people and 
events relevant to Bethel and the Church. Please leave 
your submissions with Ann or email to lailak-
laszus@gmail.com or bucbunch@telus.net with the fol-
lowing in the SUBJECT line: 
 

September Spirit— your name. 
 

If possible, also include pictures. 
 

The deadline for the September Spirit is August  23. 

 This fall I will lead a Crossways class. If 
you are interested in the class, or if you want 
more information about Crossways, please email 
me (zip@bethelchurch.com) or call me (780-417-
7775).  Thank you. 
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Are you looking for a chance 
to serve this summer? There 
are many opportunities for 

you to share your gifts and abilities throughout 
the summer. In order for us to reach the many 
children that will be attending one of our three 
Vacation Bible Schools, we need a variety of ser-
vants. Whether your talents are in the kitchen, at 
the craft table or with little ones, opportunities 
abound. Come and join us as we take these chil-
dren of God on a High Seas Adventure to find out 
all about God and his Son.  Anyone who would 
like to help out should let Krysta 
(krysta.davis@bethelchurch.com) or Deloyce 
(deloyce.elle@bethelchurch.com) know. There 
are yellow volunteer forms in the office.  

 

Hey, what about the kids? Do your kids want 
to participate in VBS? VBS will be here at Bethel 
from July 19th - 23rd and August 16th - 20th. You 
must pre-register in order to board the ship! We 
are also hosting a VBS down at St .Peter’s 
Church on Monday nights throughout  the sum-
mer months. This is a great opportunity for your 
kids to participate in VBS and also see their par-
ents be servants of God. We gather for supper at 
6:00PM and have fun learning about the adven-
ture God has given us until 8:00PM. This VBS 
will run from the 12th of July to the 23rd of Au-
gust.  

 

Hope to see you on the High Seas!  
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At the June 16 Voters’ Assembly, Pastor 
James and Deloyce Elle shared some of  the 
McCauley Ministry plans: 

 

¨ Vacation Bible School will happen on Mon-
day evenings, beginning July 12 through 
August 23. 

¨ Family Sports/Soccer ministry will begin on 
Thursday, July 8. 

¨ Evenings for both VBS and Soccer will be-
gin with a barbecue/supper 

¨ Both programs need volunteers to cook and 
clean up, as well as to talk to people from 
the neighborhood 

¨ The Young Adults have officially chal-
lenged the congregation to match volun-
teer work hours down at McCauley. 

¨ 535 people will be in Edmonton for the Na-
tional Youth Gathering. There will opportu-
nities for them to do a servant event in the 
McCauley community, and a video of the 
activities will be made. 

¨ There will be other forthcoming opportuni-
ties to meet and mingle with people who 
live there.   

¨  Krysta Davis was introduced as our new 
DPS for an 18 month internship.  She and 
her husband, Aaron, will be living in the St. 
Peter’s parsonage in McCauley and assist-
ing with starting the mission in that area. 

 

Please prayerfully consider how you might be 
able to share your time and your gifts with the 
people of McCauley. Contact Pastor James or 
Deloyce for more information. 
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We will need cookies—LOTS of cook-
ies—for the Family Sports Event in McCauley. 
They can be homemade (preferably) or pur-
chased. Please drop them off at the church before 
July 6 in disposable containers (no guarantees 
that you would get back good Tupperware and 
Rubbermaid containers). PLEASE make sure 
they are marked for McCauley and indicate if 
they contain nuts or not. Because of the number 
of allergies, nut-free cookies would be best . 
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highest suicide rate in the world and how there was no 
hope in a place like that. They would mention how on 
a gas barrel there used to be spray painted the words 
"Welcome to Hell".  

 

But I would have to disagree with the people we 
met along the journey because when I went to Pi-
kangikum I got to see it through Colleen's eyes. Col-
leen was our contact in Pikangikum and lived and 
ministered there.  When you looked into Colleen's 
eyes you see hope. Is there a lot of pain in Pikangi-
kum? Yes, but there is hope and the people have an 
inner strength and beauty that I will never forget. 
When you look at Pikangikum through Colleen's eyes 
you see clearly the words “Welcome to Love". 

 

There is no situation that is impossible for God. I 
believe that is important for us all to remember. No 
matter what we are personally going 
through...whether it is the loss of a job, a death of a 
family...nothing is impossible for God. Welcome to 
hope. Welcome to peace. WELCOME TO LOVE. 

 

In fact, the people of Pikangikum have made a 
choice to believe that God will one day heal their peo-
ple and where there was once spray painted on those 
barrels, “Welcome to Hell” they have now spray 
painted a big heart over it.  This is how they choose to 
see life. 

 

Over and over again I saw girls choose to allow 
God to rewrite their stories.  I’ve seen a teenage 
mother choose to raise her child in a Christian church 
after turning her back on another religion.  I’ve seen a 
girl discover that she was beautiful for the very first 
time.  I’ve seen a girl practicing Wicca beginning to 
ask questions about Jesus.  I’ve seen a girl who didn’t 
know who her father was  begin to allow God to be 
her Heavenly Father.  I’ve seen a girl who was strug-
gling with depression decide to not give up on life.  
These girls and many more have chosen to live a life 
that boldly proclaims the words “Welcome to Love.” 

 

Each of us may not be able to choose the circum-
stances that our life path brings us but we can choose 
how we respond. 

 

I could go on and on but there are too many sto-
ries for me to possibly share on this page.  Bethel has 
been an incredible support to me over this past year 
and I would love to be able to share more of these 
stories with you.  So on Friday, September 10th at 
7:00 PM at Bethel Lutheran Church we will be having 
some music and sharing time where I will be speaking 
about more of what God has been doing this past year. 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
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This past year I have 
been on tour with an or-
ganization called Beautiful 
Unique Girl as a speaker 
and touring musician.  It 
has been life-changing to 
be a part of an organization 
that is focused so strongly 
on seeing this generation changed.  Their desire is to 
see young women discover their beauty, walk in free-
dom, and live with purpose.  That is a huge task espe-
cially when women today are being told by the media 
and the world around them that they need to look and 
act a certain way to be accepted. 

 

As I have spoken to young people across Canada 
I have learned a number of things.  One of those is 
that no one is alone.  During the events we had a dis-
cussion session where the girls were able to share 
where they get messages from and what those mes-
sages were.  We travelled to churches, schools, urban 
and rural communities, native reserves, youth deten-
tion centers, and conferences.  The interesting thing is 
that every place we went…the messages were the 
same.  Girls struggled with not feeling beautiful, not 
fitting in, being bullied, and the list goes on.  It was a 
comfort because it reminded me that as lonely as we 
may sometimes feel…we are never truly alone. 

 

Another thing I learned is that we can choose our 
attitude towards a situation.  I remember that one of 
the places we did some events at was a native reserve 
in northern Ontario.  My life will never be the same 
since ministering in Pikangikum, ON. It is hard to put 

into words the journey and 
the emotion of this moment 
in time. Getting to Pikangi-
kum was an adventure itself. 
As we were coming to Pi-
kangikum, we hit the ditch 
twice because we were driv-
ing on very icy roads. Our 

van even caught air at one point because the roads 
were so bad.  We were praying the entire time we 
were driving.  There were times when we could sense 
angels bouncing us out of ditches.  Every time we 
would tell people we were going to Pikangikum they 
would ask us, "Why would you ever want to go to a 
place like that?" And they would often tell us what a 
hopeless native reserve it was. They would tell us sta-
tistics about how Pikangikum in the year 2000 had the 

Beautiful Unique Girl  
Van on Tour  

Beautiful Unique Girl  
Touring Teams  
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For more than 350 Lutheran youth, the summer 
of 2010 could have a major influence on their 
Christian faith. That’s the goal of the organizers of 
Lutheran Church–Canada’s triennial National 
Youth Gathering scheduled for Edmonton, July 2-6.  

 

With the theme, belong&believe>>believe&be-
long, the five-day event will focus on “how we be-
long in God’s family, in the church, in our families 
and among our friends,” explained Michael Gilling-
ham, who is heading up the event. “We wanted to 
say clearly to the youth, 'You belong to God!'”  

 

The Gathering will develop the theme in ple-
nary sessions, worship, music, breakout workshops, 
and by giving the youth and their leaders the oppor-
tunity to make an impact on the Edmonton commu-
nity through serving events. As the theme develops, 
speakers address the reality of belief, doubt and 
feeling isolated, along with the joy that comes from 
being part of a Christian community.   

 

Mr. Gillingham, who serves Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Sherwood Park, Alberta as Director of 
Youth Ministry, explained that “many youth are 
surrounded by confusing spiritual messages. We 
felt it would be important to point the youth to a 
specific expression of the Biblical and historic 
Christian faith” in this case, the Lutheran confes-
sion. 

 

Volunteers from across Canada plan the event 
and meet by phone for updates every few weeks 
and face-to-face four or five times during the two-
year planning process. 

 

This is the eighth youth gathering since LCC 
was formed in 1988. The event changes venue each 

time and draws participants from across the coun-
try. The Edmonton gathering is centred on the cam-
pus of the University of Alberta, but will also use 
the facilities of Edmonton’s Concordia University 
College of Alberta, a post-secondary institution es-
tablished by Lutheran Church–Canada and founded 
in 1921. 

 

For more than a year the youth and their leaders 
have held fund-raising events in their congregations 
to help pay their way to Edmonton. 

 

For more information, go to 
www.lutheranyouth.ca. 
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Bethel’s seniors held their annual June barbe-
cue not in the Activity Room as in former years but 
in a very special place—The Ark, a unique meeting 
place south of Sherwood Park. 

 

The Ark triggered memories for just about 
every one of the 20 seniors who came out for the 

event: It is an old barn 
converted into a confer-
ence/meeting centre with 
an attached sunroom. 
Trophies of moose, deer 
and elk hang on the 
walls, as well as antique 
farm equipment, old 

kitchen utensils, memorabilia of World War I, etc. 
Vintage items are lined up on the floor along the 
walls, including old telephones, keys, and the like. 

 

The barbecue was 
planned by Mel Lenz 
while Hermann Bernhardt 
barbecued the hamburgers 
and wieners to perfection. 
After a leisurely meal, we 
retired into the “meeting 
room” in the barn and played Alberta History 
Trivia. The questions once again gave rise to many 
a story of the good old days: some from Alberta, 
others from Saskatchewan and still others from for-
eign lands. It was a great time of reflection of the 
years gone by, of the tremendous changes we all 
saw during those years and above all, of the many 
blessings both past and present which we here in 
Canada are privileged to enjoy. 
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It’s been ten years since the first Ladies’ 
Salad Supper began.  Each year we are blessed 
with incredible summer weather, which this year 
was quite a godly feat since there was snow on 
the ground just the Sunday before.   

 

On Wednesday, June 2nd, the Activity Centre 
was transformed into a beautiful dining hall and 
the two long salad buffet lines rivaled the best 
restaurants in Edmonton.  Sadly our room can 
only accommodate 250 ladies, and the tickets 
sold out almost as quickly as a TicketMaster 
event.   

 

Along with great fellowship, a chance to wel-
come first-time guests and wonderful salads to 
taste, we also enjoyed listening to Joan Boyarzin, 
a Registered Music Therapist.  Her topic was en-
titled “God’s Symphony Through Music Ther-
apy”.  She eloquently talked about her role in 
helping patients find their own music, in express-
ing themselves, and in finding relief from pain, to 
name just a few ways a music therapist works in 
healing patients.  She likened music to the Holy 
Spirit, which helps us to connect with one an-
other better as well as to worship God together.  
Everyone has music inside of us, and Joan en-
couraged us to use our music and any other tal-
ents we have.  She gave the example that if only 
the best birds sang, then the woods would be si-
lent. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended this 
event.  All of the proceeds were donated to A 
Safe Place (the Women’s Shelter in Strathcona 
County), a total of $386.00.  A sincere thank you 
to the men (who didn’t wear aprons this year) for 
doing all the kitchen duty and cleaning up the 
Activity Centre so that we could thoroughly en-
joy our evening. 
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On a beautiful Saturday morning, June 
12th, close to 100 people gathered at Hawrelak 
Park in Edmonton, on the first annual walk for 
the Grandmothers and their grandchildren in Af-
rica.  Most of us were wearing the brightly col-
oured scarves made by the African Grandmothers 
and sent to Canada just for this Walk.  All across 
Canada, more than 250 'Grandmother' groups 
were walking to gather funds to help Grandmoth-
ers in Africa who are raising their grandchildren 
on little or no incomes.  The parents have died of 
HIV/AIDS-related diseases, so these brave 
women have stepped in to do what they can for 
their grandchildren.    

 

My daughter Susan and 
her daughter Danielle 
joined me on the 5 km 
Walk.  Between the three 
of us, we raised over 
$1,100.00, thanks to 
friends, neighbours, and 
the many Bethel members 
who donated so very gen-

erously!  The total raised from all participants is 
not yet available, but it will also be posted when 
we have final numbers. The monies go directly to 
a Stephen Lewis Foundation representative in the 
country receiving the money, so very little is lost 
between giver and recipient!  We know the many 
African grandmothers and their grandchildren 
will be very thankful.  

 

Two of our own Sherwood Park Grandmoth-
ers, Jean Bodie and Louise Barr, have just re-
turned from Africa where, as our representa-
tives, they met many of the African Grandmoth-
ers and saw firsthand just where these funds will 
go.  They gave us a brief and colourful report, 
along with clips of the actual Grandmothers’ 
Conference.  These two ladies are very willing to 
come out and speak to any group about their ex-
periences, and about the needs of the African 
Grandmothers.   

 

Thanks again to all contributors...and may our 
Lord continue to bless you in your generosity to 
the poor and needy.  
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Bethel’s Annual General Meeting was held 
on Sunday, June 13th at 9:45AM, with 42 people 
present.  Thank you to all those who attended.   

 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by 
Jeanette Stead, and the motion to approve the 
2010/2011 budget as presented passed unani-
mously.    

 

With this election, the Parish Planning Coun-
cil says good-bye to some amazing people — 
Judy Meier, Jeanette Stead and George Watts — 
and we thank them for all of their time and hard 
work serving Bethel’s worship community.   

 

The Nominating Committee, Leanne Haber-
stock and Greg Schoepp, presented the following 
slate of candidates for election to the Voters’ As-
sembly:  

 

Secretary – Karen Marshall 
Treasurer – Darrel Buchholtz 
Member at Large – Ralph Luedtke 
Member at Large – Neil Melcher 
 

This slate was declared elected by acclamation. 
Thank you to Leanne and Greg for all of their 
hard work and commitment in finding nominees 
for Council. We truly appreciate your willingness 
to serve 
 

Pastor James and Deloyce shared an update 
with us on their ministry plans for the McCauley 
neighbourhood. If you would like to be involved 
in the outreach programs there, please contact 
either Pastor James or Deloyce. 
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It has taken almost a full 
year to complete the Re-
search Project and publish 
the Community Needs and 

Services Research Report!  It was a huge project, 
taken on by the Strathcona County Ecumenical 
Mission (a group of ten local churches) and Fu-
sion International.  Fusion is an international 
Christian group dedicated to transforming and 
improving communities by building safe, harmo-
nious and inclusive societies.  The purpose of the 
research was to systematically gather informa-
tion from the community itself in order to find 
the areas of greatest need. 

 

Last fall, the Ecumenical Mission celebrated 
20 years of operation by holding a ‘Community’ 
Picnic’, which Fusion helped to organize.  This 
was followed by holding 10 different sessions 
(held in 9 different churches!) to explore and dis-
cover the needs of our community. This was fol-
lowed by more volunteers interviewing different 
county organizations and community leaders, in-
cluding Strathcona County Council!  Then the 
gathered information was organized into a final 
document and published as the “ Community 
Needs and Services Research Report”. 

 

The ‘Report’ was launched on May 12th of 
this year.  The Mayor, Council members, com-
munity leaders and church representatives were 
invited to hear a short summary; then we were 
encouraged to review and use this information to 
build a better community for all.  Fusion repre-
sentatives, who carried most of the weight in this 
long process, thanked the many participants. All 
churches in the County, including Bethel, were 
given a copy of the Report.  (A synthesis of all 
the info gathered will be made available at a 
later date.)   

 

The Report includes such things as: 
 

· The Background and Research Process 
· An Introduction to Fusion 
· A Community Profile 
· Adult and Youth Surveys (which include 

bar graphs for easy reference) 
· Quotes from people interviewed 
· Recommendations 
 

 I am personally very excited to see the re-
sults of this Research Project.  Many members 

(Continued on page 7) 
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We have received a letter from Martin Olling-
ton who is currently incarcerated at Grande 
Cache Institution.  It is too long to publish here in 
the Spirit, but if anyone is interested in reading 
the letter, please stop by the office.  
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Bethelite Janna Hagan recently received two 

major awards at Durham College in Ontario: 
Women’s Fastball Rookie of the Year and the 
Women’s Fastball Top Pitcher.  And not only 
does Janna play fastball at the college level, she’s 
also a member of the Durham College Lords 
women’s basketball team, averaging more than 
five points per game this last season!  

 
Meanwhile, back in Alberta, Bethelite Adam 

Schwabe was the recipient of a $1500.00 scholar-
ship from Augustana Faculty of the University of 
Alberta for an academic honours entrance schol-
arship and an athletic award for volleyball. 

 
Congratulations to both Janna and Adam! 

from the Ecumenical Mission took active parts in 
the process, with the view that this would help 
our congregations to see our community needs, 
which might be better addressed by the churches. 
I found some of the responses quite interesting, 
such as: 

 

Youth Survey, #18:   The most important 
issues concerning kids in Strathcona County 
today, are: (1) Drugs/Alcohol;   (2) Bullying   
(There are 26 more answers!) 

 

Youth Survey,  #24:   I think that churches 
would be especially good at providing kids and 
youth with the following activities and services: 
(some of the actual responses) 

· be funner 
· be more open 
· Big Buddies 
· I like the activities in my church...just 

need places to hang out and have fun. 
· help them with personal problems 
· more after-school activities 
· discuss with teens the things they care 

about...not just things from the Bible 
 

Or Adult Survey,  #8A:   What do you see as 
the local churches’ role for assisting the com-
munity?:   (There are 16 responses listed.           
What would YOUR response be?) 

 

This report can be accessed through our 
church library.  Please look for it there. 

 

P.S. The Synthesis will be delivered during the 
Potluck Supper at this fall’s Ecumenical Opening 
Service at Bethel on the evening of Sunday, Oct 24th.   
Don’t miss it!  

��

(Continued from page 6) 
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Welcomed into God’s Kingdom 
here on earth by the rite of Baptism 
was the following saint: 

 

 David John Hubick, son of Kevin & Annette 
 Hubick 

 

Welcomed into God’s eternal Kingdom to par-
take of the heavenly feast: 
 

Harford Watson, father of Greg and Debra 
 Watson 
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Bethel offers a three-year course of instruc-
tion for our young people in Grades 7, 8 and 9 
called Confirmation. For those interested in 
learning more about this program, an information 
session will be held on Wednesday, September 1 
at 7:00 PM here at the church. Youth and parents 
are encouraged to attend. 
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On May 13 and 14, thousands of people from 

many Nordic countries streamed into the massive 
Pirkkahalli in Tampere, Finland. They came for 
two intensive days of training, renewal, worship 
and prayer.  

 
Break Forth Finland present-
ers included multi-million 
selling author, Kay Arthur. 
Her sessions were filled to 
capacity as people longed to 
learn more about growing 

deeper in their study of the Word. Other present-
ers came from Brazil, the USA, Canada, Sweden, 
Denmark and Israel.  

 
Many breakout ses-

sions were held in tracks 
such as Prayer, Worship, 
Leadership, Bible Study, 
Marriage, Healing, 
Women, Youth, Men, 
Worship Technology, 
Dance, Drama, Prophecy, 
Spiritual Gifts and more.  

 
The response to ministry was 
strong, with hundreds of peo-
ple going for prayer each eve-
ning. One of the most encour-
aging times we had was to 
hear from people who were 

profoundly blessed at Break Forth Finland 2009 
and who returned with stories of God’s miracles 
in their lives. 

 

Kay Arthur speaking at 
Break Forth Finland  

Ana Paula from Brazil  
leading worship  

at Break Forth Finland  

An evening  
prayer line at Break 

Forth Finland  

Many young people attended  
Break Forth Finland  

Break Forth Finland is now the largest equip-
ping and renewal conference in the Nordic coun-
tries. 

 
We would like to thank everyone at Bethel 

for your prayers and encouragement. God 
worked through your prayers to see miracles take 
place in many lives. As God leads you, please 
continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in 
the Nordic countries.  

 
In Christ, 
Arlen and Elsa Salte 
Break Forth Ministries  

Jason Upton from the USA  
leading worship at Break Forth Finland  
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Bethel’s Senior High youth will 

be heading down to Texas and 
Mexico to do some light construc-
tion with Ysleta Lutheran Mission. 
In preparation for the trip, the 
youth and leaders are willing  to 
complete one or two construction projects for 
members from Bethel. An ideal project might 
include building a garden shed. We’ll supply the 
labor (including skilled and experienced supervi-
sion) if you’re willing to provide the materials 
and the site. If you’re interest in hearing more 
about this, please contact Michael Gillingham at 
780-417-7775. 
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Ziprick. I have warm memories of visiting their church and I am always sincerely full of joy that I 
know these wonderful people." 
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We are beginning plans for a “Learning Op-

portunity” at Springs of Life Lutheran Church in  
Nairobi, Kenya for 2011. An information meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, September 16 at 
7:00 PM. If you are interested in attending, please 
contact either the office or Pastor Marv.  
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Would you like the opportunity to make a 
difference in someone’s day? The Rock Inner 
City Mission serves breakfast on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays to the people of the 
inner city.  This important first meal is often what 
sustains these folks throughout the day. However, 
the Rock is in need of volunteers to help prepare 
and serve the breakfasts. Could you spare a few 
hours early in the morning to lend a hand? Please 
contact Pat Lenz at 780-417-3939. 

 

Also, the Rock currently does not have any 
peanut butter or jam to serve their guests of the 
Breakfast Program, and their Thanksgiving Bag 
program isn’t until the fall. Would you consider 
donating a jar of peanut butter and/or jam? Just 
leave your donations at the church office, and 
they will be picked up. Thank you. 


